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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 4-8,12, 17, 24, 26, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Ellis (US 2003/0146940). 

Regarding claim 1, Ellis discloses A method for displaying a media guide 
to a user, comprising: 

receiving information regarding media programs which include: i) 
programs that are immediately available to the user via download or data 
streaming ([0043] via internet), and ii) programs that are immediately available to 
the user via television broadcast (via cable link [0043]), the information including 
titles of the media programs; and ([0006] Television broadcasts are comprised of 
streaming data.) 

displaying the titles to the user on a single display page, (fig 6) 
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Regarding claim 4, Ellis discloses The method according to claim 1, 
wherein available to the user via television broadcast include programs that are 
available to the user via at least one of: i) satellite broadcast, and ii) cable 
broadcast ([0006] "cable system headends" "satellite TV distribution"). 

Regarding claim 5, Ellis discloses the method according to claim 1 , 
wherein the information includes data which describes content of the media 
programs, and wherein the method further comprises: comparing the data that 
describes the content of the media programs to data that describes user 
preferences, wherein the displaying step includes displaying the titles based on a 
result of the comparison ([0095]). 

Regarding claim 6, Ellis discloses The method according to claim 5, 
further comprising: receiving the user preferences expressly from the user 
([0085]). 

Regarding claim 7, Ellis discloses The method according to claim 6, 
further comprising: determining the user preferences based on a viewing history 
of the user ([0010]). 

Regarding claim 8, Ellis discloses The method according to claim 6, 
wherein the displaying step includes displaying titles of media programs that do 
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not meet the user preferences and that meet a promotional priority of a service 
provider (fig 6 "selectable advertisement, [0066]). 

Regarding claim 12, Ellis discloses The method according to claim 1, 
wherein the media programs further include media programs that are available to 
the user in the future (fig. 7 Future times are listed on the media guide). 

Regarding claim 17, Ellis discloses The method according to claim 1, 
further comprising: in response to the user selecting one of the titles of the media 
programs, providing a media program via one of download and data streaming 
([0006]). 

Regarding claim 24, a system, comprising: 
A processor (42 control circuitry); 

At least one arrangement configured to communicate with the processor 
via a communications network (fig. 2b, fig. 4); 

A computer-readable storing medium (memory 63, [0062]) storing a set of 
instructions, the set of instructions capable of being executed by the processor to 
implement a method for displaying a media guide to a user, the set of instructions 
performing the steps of: 

receiving information regarding media programs which include: i) 
programs that are immediately available to the user via download or data 
streaming ([0043] via internet), and ii) programs that are immediately available to 
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the user via television broadcast (via cable link [0043]), the information including 
titles of the media programs; and ([0006] Television broadcasts are comprised of 
streaming data.) 

displaying the titles to the user on a single display page, (fig 6) 

Regarding claim 26, see the rejection of claim 5. 
Regarding claim 29, see the rejection of claim 17. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 2, 3, 16, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis (US 2003/0146940) in view of Russ (US 2004/0060063). 



Regarding claim 2, Ellis discloses the method according to claim 1 . 
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However, Ellis does not disclose wherein the media programs further 
include media programs that are stored locally relative to the user. 

In analogous art, Russ discloses wherein the media programs further 
include media programs that are stored locally relative to the user (fig. 12 
"recorded programs list". 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to combine the local 
storage information into the media guide of Ellis. This gives the user more 
information and allows him to see what programs are stored on his storage 
device. 

Regarding claim 3, Ellis in view of Russ discloses the method according 
to claim 2, wherein the locally stored media programs include programs that are 
stored on a personal video recorder (fig. 12 of Russ). 

Regarding claim 16, Ellis in view of Russ discloses The method 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: in response to the user selecting one of 
the titles of the media programs, recording a television broadcast (fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 25, see the rejection of claim 2. 

Claims 9, 10, 11, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis (US 2003/0146940) in view of Colsey (US 2003/005429). 
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Regarding claim 9, Ellis discloses the method according to claim 1 . 

However, Ellis does not teach the method of claim 1 further comprising: in 
response to the user selecting one of the titles of the media programs, displaying 
a preview of a media program associated with the selected title. 

In analogous art, Colsey discloses in response to the user selecting one of 
the titles of the media programs, displaying a preview of a media program 
associated with the selected title ([0026]). 

It would have been obvious to combine the previews of Colsey into the 
media guide of Ellis. This would allow users to quickly determine whether they 
want to watch a specific program. 

Regarding claim 10, Ellis in view of Colsey discloses The method 
according to claim 9, further comprising: generating the preview based on flags 
transmitted from a central facility ([0026] of Colsey) The preview is stored and 
released by the EPG server.) 

Regarding claim 11, Ellis in view of Colsey discloses The method 
according to claim 9, further comprising: receiving the preview with the media 
program associated with the selected title ([0026] of Colsey). 

Regarding claim 27, see the rejection of claim 9. 
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Claims 13, 14, 15, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis (US 2003/0146940) in view of Needham (US 
2003/0177495). 

Regarding claim 13, Ellis discloses the method according to claim 1. 

However, Ellis does not disclose wherein the titles are displayed with a 
graphical indication of availability of the media programs. 

In analogous art, Needham discloses wherein the titles are displayed with 
a graphical indication of availability of the media programs ([0025] "colors, 
icons"). 

It would have been obvious to combine the graphical indication of 
Needham into the media guide of Ellis. This makes it easier for the user to see 
the programs that are unavailable/available. 

Regarding claim 14, Ellis in view of Needham discloses The method 
according to claim 13, wherein the graphical indication includes at least one of 
color shading and an icon ([0025] of Needham). 

Regarding claim 15, Ellis in view of Needham discloses The method 
according to claim 13, wherein the media programs include media programs that 
are available to the user in the future and programs that are stored locally, and 
wherein the graphical indication describes whether the media programs are one 
of immediately available for download or data streaming, immediately available 
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via television broadcast, stored locally, and available in the future ([0025] of 
Needham). 

Regarding claim 28, see the rejection of claim 14. 

Claims 18,19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ellis (US 2003/0146940) in view of Schein (US 2003/0005445). 

Regarding claim 18, Ellis discloses the method according to claim 1. 
However , Ellis does not disclose the method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: in response to the user selecting one of the titles of the media 
programs, displaying information related to the selected media program, the 
information includes at least one of actor data, director data and genre data. 

In analogous art, Schein discloses the method according to claim 1, 
further comprising: in response to the user selecting one of the titles of the media 
programs, displaying information related to the selected media program, the 
information includes at least one of actor data, director data and genre data (fig. 
18E). 

It would have been obvious to combine the actor data of Shein into the 
media guide of Ellis. This enables the user to find out information about his 
favorite programs. 
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Regarding claim 19, Ellis in view of Schein discloses The method 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: prompting the user to at least one of pay 
a cost and wait a time period before viewing a media program (fig. 18c of 
Schein). 

Claims 20-23, 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis (US 2003/0146940) in view of Thurston (US 
2003/0084450). 

Regarding claim 20, Ellis a method of displaying a program guide to a 
user, comprising: 

b) receiving express user preferences from the user ([0085]); 

d) displaying, on the single page in a second list, titles of at least some 
media programs that are immediately available to the user and that meet at least 
one of the user preferences (fig 16a, [0095]) 

However, Ellis does not disclose a) receiving information from a 
programming provider that indicated suggested media programs; 

c) displaying, on a single page and in a first list, titles of at least some of 
the suggested media programs; 

In analogous art, Thurston discloses a) receiving information from a 
programming provider that indicated suggested media programs ([0026]); 

c) displaying, on a single page and in a first list, titles of at least some of 
the suggested media programs ([0026]); 
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It would have been obvious to combine the suggested media programs list 
of Thurston into the media guide and list of Ellis. This allows the user to see a 
wide variety of programs that may have been skipped because of his user 
preferences. 

Regarding claim 21, Ellis in view of Thurston discloses The method 
according to claim 20, further comprising: receiving metadata associated with at 
least some media programs, the metadata including information that describes 
the media programs, wherein step d) includes comparing the metadata to the 
express user preferences, and displaying titles of media programs based on the 
comparison ([0095] of Ellis). 

Regarding claim 22, see claim 8. 

Regarding claim 23, Ellis in view of Thurston discloses A method of 
displaying a program guide to a user, comprising: 
receiving user preferences ([0085] of Ellis); 

receiving an indication of a priority of a programming provider ([0026] of 
Thurston); 

receiving respective metadata associated with available media programs; 
comparing the user preferences to the metadata ([0094] of Ellis); and 
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displaying a first title of at least one of the available media programs if the 
respective metadata associated with the at least one of the available media 
programs matches at least one of the user preferences ([0094] of Ellis); and 

displaying a second title of at least another of the available media 
programs based on the priority of the programming provider, even if the 
respective metadata associated with the at least another of the available media 
programs does not match at least one of the user preferences ([0026] of 
Thurston). 

Regarding claim 30, see the rejection of claim 20. 
Regarding claim 31, see the rejection of claim 21. 
Regarding claim 32, see the rejection of claim 8. 
Regarding claim 33, see the rejection of claim 23. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hyun J. Hong whose telephone number is 
(571)-270-1553. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30a-7:00p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)272-7304. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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